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Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re. lowa DOT TIGER l l  grant request for the U.S. 34 Missouri River Connector Project

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writ ing to express my support for the lowa Department of Transportation's ( lowa

DOT) application for TIGER l l  grant funding to support the U.S. 34 Missouri River Connector

Project. The lowa DOT is submitt ing this application in cooperation with the Nebraska

Department of Roads.

The project would connect l-29 in lowa with U.S. 75 in Nebraska by realigning U.5. 34

along a new, more direct Missouri River crossing. The project also includes upgrading an

interchange on l-29. These improvements would contribute to a new transportation corridor

between lowa and Nebraska, solving exist ing transportation problems while also contributing

to new development and job growth opportunit ies by improving vitaltransportation l inkages.

For these reasons, I support this project and respectful ly encourage your ful l

consideration of the application.

TH/jnm

Hnited Ststss Ssnsts

1606 BRADY STREET
SUITE 323

DAVENPORI tA 52803
{563) 322-1338

Tom Harkin
United States Senator
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Secretary Ray LaHood
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Iowa DOT TIGER II grant request for the U.S. Hwy 34 Missouri River Connector Project

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writing to express my support of the Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) application for
TIGER II grant funding for the U.S. Hwy 34 Missouri River Connector Project. The IDOT is
submitting this application in cooperation with the Nebraska Department of Roads.

According to IDOT officials, the project will connect Iowa Interstate 29 with U.S. Hwy 75 in Nebraska
by realigning U.S. Hwy 34 along a new, more direct Missouri River crossing. I have been informed that
the project also includes upgrading an interchange on Interstate 29 which will contribute to a new
transportation corridor between Iowa and Nebraska and will resolve existing transportation problems.
These changes will advance new development and job growth and improve vital transportation linkages,
according to IDOT officials.

I urge your full and fair consideration of this application. If I can be of further assistance, please feel
free to call my Sioux City, Iowa office at (712) 224-4692.

For more information about the grant request, please contact Dan Franklin, IDOT Office of Policy and
Legislative Services at (515) 239-1131 or at dan.franklin(a),dotiowa.gov.

I appreciate your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

~~

Steve King
Member of Congress
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August 13, 2010 

 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 

Secretary of the Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Re. Iowa DOT TIGER II grant request for the U.S. 34 Missouri River Connector Project 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

 

I am writing to express my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s application for 

TIGER II grant funding to support the U.S. 34 Missouri River Connector Project.  The Iowa 

DOT is submitting this application in cooperation with the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 

The project would connect I-29 in Iowa with U.S. 75 in Nebraska by realigning U.S. 34 along a 

new, more direct Missouri River crossing.  The project also includes upgrading an interchange 

on I-29.  These improvements would contribute to a new transportation corridor between Iowa 

and Nebraska, solving existing transportation problems while also contributing to new 

development and job growth opportunities by improving vital transportation linkages.   

 

For these reasons, I support this project and respectfully encourage your full consideration of the 

application.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Senator Hubert Houser 

 



 

August 16, 2010 
 
Mr. Monty W. Fredrickson, P.E. 
Director & State Engineer 
Nebraska Department of Roads 
P.O. Box 94759 
Lincoln, NE  68509 
 
Director Fredrickson, 
 
I am writing to you to express my support for a “Tiger II Discretionary Grant” for the US 
Highway 34 Bridge over the Missouri River in Sarpy County, Nebraska. The grant will 
furnish additional funding support for this important project which I understand is jointly 
sponsored and funded by the states of Nebraska and Iowa.    
 
This project is critical to public safety as well as to economic competitiveness for the 
region. I would ask that you give this application your favorable consideration.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Senator Scott Price 
District 3  
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Mr. Monty W. Fred rickso n
Nebraska Department of Roads
1500 Highway 2
P.O. Box 94759
Lincoln, NE 68509-4759

Re: TIGER Discretionary Grant Program

To Whom It May Concern :

Recently the State of Nebraska submitted applica tions for the Transportation Investmen t
Generating Economic Recovery (T IGE R) Discretionary Grant Program.

Given the crit ical importance of these projects to public safety and economic opportunity
in the State of Nebraska, I am writing to encourage the consideration of the projects as one
request.

Upon the ir review, (am hopeful that the applications of the State of Nebraska will
receive the appropriate atte ntion based on the requirements laid out in the TIGER program.

Sincerely,

t!t~~
Member of Congress

OEPARTMENT OF RO.ADS

NJ; I I 200l

OIRECTOR·STATEENGINEER
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   City of Plattsmouth    
136 North 5

th
 Street 

Plattsmouth, Nebraska  68048-1922 
(402) 296-2522 

 
R. PAUL LAMBERT                                                                                                                                            SANDRA J. MEYER 
MAYOR                                                                                                                                                                 CITY CLERK 
 
ERVIN L. PORTIS                      PEGGY WILSEY 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR                     TREASURER 

 

August 10, 2010 

 

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, D.C  20590 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

 

Plattsmouth supports the application for Transportation Investment Generating Economic 

Recovery (TIGER II Discretionary Grants) for the US 34 Missouri River Connector project. The 

entire greater Omaha metropolitan region will benefit by a more efficient transportation system 

with enhanced economic development potential once the project is complete. 

 

Plattsmouth will derive direct benefit from this project.  Currently, US 34 is routed through 

downtown Plattsmouth.  When Connector is done, the present US 34 route will become a local 

road and responsibility.  We will then be able to route heavy truck traffic away from our 

downtown, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a Historic District.  

Without heavy truck traffic, we can turn our efforts toward creating and maintaining a pristine, 

pedestrian-friendly environment. 

 

On behalf of the City of Plattsmouth, I lend my support and thanks for those who submitted the 

TIGER II application. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 
R. Paul Lambert 

Mayor 

 

 

   









Sarpy County EDC
Sarpy County Economic Development Corporation  
 

  
1301 Harney Street  402-978-7948 
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August 18, 2009 
 
Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) and the Iowa 
Department of Transportation (DOT) joint application for the Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) discretionary grants for the Sarpy/Mills Missouri River Crossing project. 
 
Sarpy County Economic Development Corporation is a 501 (c) (6) non‐profit membership corporation. 
Our mission is to grow and diversify Sarpy County through recruitment, expansion and development of 
industrial and service enterprises ‐ creating new employment opportunities, capital investment and a 
broader tax base. 
 
From a transportation perspective, the Sarpy/Mills Missouri River Crossing provides a new connection to 
Interstate 29 from eastern and southern Sarpy County and provides a future link to Interstate 80 via 
Platteview Road.  This new connector will provide a safer and more efficient connection to I‐29 than the 
two older and smaller bridges located in Bellevue and Plattsmouth.  The elimination of truck traffic in 
Bellevue’s downtown area (Old Towne) would be greatly reduced and would help generate foot traffic in 
the area for merchants.  In addition, the opening of the new Cat Osterman Softball Village south of 
Offutt Air Force Base which will bring literally thousands of softball players and their families to the area 
will benefit from the reduction of traffic on Highway 370 and will provide more direct access to the 
complex via Highways 75 and 34.  
 
This new connection will benefit those commuters who are traveling to and from Nebraska and Iowa as 
part of the metropolitan statistical area labor force.  The State of Nebraska’s largest employer, Offutt Air 
Force Base (>10,000 employees), will benefit by the location of this connector and new bridge since a 
significant number of employees live in Iowa.  From a commodity perspective this new connector and 
bridge will greatly benefit the grain and animal producers by providing them a more direct route to their 
processors.  In addition, these agricultural finished products and other manufactured goods will utilize 
this new connector and bridge to markets north and south to Canada and Mexico. 
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From an economic development perspective, the new connector and bridge will open up over 3,000 
acres of land for industrial developments, specifically rail‐served sites which are in great demand.  The 
Highway 34 corridor with its access to all major utilities and Highways 75 will become the major 
industrial complex in the Omaha metropolitan area providing jobs in light to heavy manufacturing 
businesses.  In addition, the connection to Interstate 29 will open up this area to large 
warehouse/distribution facilities who want to distribute their products north and south via Interstate 29 
and east and west via Interstate 80.  Currently we are missing employment opportunities for Nebraska 
and Iowa residents because we cannot offer rail‐served sites for major projects.  An example of that is 
the flurry of renewable energy projects in wind and solar.  These industries pay very competitive wages 
and have attractive benefit packages.  This very significant transportation project will allow us to locate 
these job creation projects and provide employment opportunities in Sarpy County, thus reducing the 
percentage of Sarpy residents who commute to Douglas County (Omaha) for employment. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and support of the Sarpy/Mills Missouri River Crossing project. This 
project would be a major catalyst for the development of the Highway 34 corridor in Sarpy County. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Toby S. Churchill, Executive Director 
Sarpy County EDC     
 
 



 

Cass County Nebraska 

Economic Development Council 

1301 Harney Street  www.SelectGreaterOmaha.com 

Omaha, NE  68102  A Partner with Greater Omaha 

402-978-7909  Economic Development Partnership 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sept. 3, 2009 

 

Honorable Ray LaHood 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Secretary LaHood: 

 

The Cass County Nebraska Economic Development Council would like to provide our support to Nebraska 

Department of Road’s (NDOR) TIGER Grant Application, regarding the Hwy 34 / I-29 Missouri River 

Connector project.  Cass County Economic Development Council (CCNEDC) is part of a regional 

economic development team that has seen strong economic and employment growth in several 

communities and counties locally.  Funding this request will immediately improve the transportation 

connectivity & improve job opportunities for the population in this multi-county MSA.  

 

The growing population in both the southwest part of Iowa and the southeast part Nebraska (including Cass 

County) uses the roads in this project area.  But expansion of job opportunities in neighboring communities 

means long, unconnected commutes that will be more fuel efficient with the proposed connector roads.  We 

are proud of the Midwestern business growth that is occurring here.  Many national & international 

companies are finding this Nebraska-Iowa location key to their central US growth plans.  So this money 

will not be wasted on redundant, parallel routes, but will be used to efficiently grow the region, 

employment reach, and tax base. 

 

Expansion from businesses in Transportation Logistics, Information Technology, Back-Office Service 

Centers, Renewable Energy and Retail facilities is occurring here today, while some of these industries are 

reducing operations in other parts of the US.  This indicates that we will absolutely use these program 

dollars in a most efficient manner.  

 

Transpiration access to jobs in the Omaha metropolitan area, from surrounding communities, as well as 

access for metropolitan area residents to connect to jobs in surrounding communities, has allowed 

economic growth in our area for the last two decades.  We would like the opportunity in the near-term, to 

continue this growth.  

 

The successful award of these TIGER Grant dollars would be extremely efficient use of federal program 

money, as the expansion of this portion of  I-29 and Hwy 34 will connect to current expansion work on I-80 

to the north (Council Bluffs to Omaha), and the planned widening of So. Hwy 75 from Platteview Rd. to 

Plattsmouth, Nebraska.  

 

If I can be of further assistance, please contact me directly at 402-978-7909. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
John Yochum 

Cass County Nebraska Economic Development Council 

 

cc: Tim Weander, Nebraska Dept. of Roads 
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